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During the 19th century Regent Street became one 
of the most famous streets in Europe, attracting not 

only the English aristocracy and gentry but also wealthy 
cosmopolitan shoppers from the Continent. It was a 
splendid display case for luxury merchandise and had a 
reputation for being one of the most fashionable streets to 
be seen in.

The original buildings were pleasant to look at but, by the 
turn of the century, could not be adapted to meet modern 
requirements. The Crown Estate took the opportunity 
presented by the expiry of initial building leases and offered 
new 80 year lease terms to those tenants willing to rebuild.

The opportunity to redevelop the island site of 229-247 
Regent Street completed another 80 year cycle in 2004 
when Paye Stonework & Restoration cleaned and repaired 
the elevations as part of a major retained façade project.

These works included the dismantling and rebuilding of 
the sixth floor cupola and all of the chimney stacks and 
decorative urns.


